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heavily on the majority of the village populace. It is,
necessary however, to remember that it is not merely
marriage ceremonies but all kinds of ceremonies, that have
to be performed in accordance with custom, which rules
the life of the rural folks with an iron hand. These occa-
sions for ceremonies arise any time in the life of a family,
since there is no knowing as to when deaths of young or
old members, or near relatives of the family will occur.
Again, the expenses for each ceremony are more or less
fixed by custom, while the earnings of a family from land
or other rural occupations are low and uncertain and their
savings practically nil. This makes it almost inevitable
for the average farmer to incur debt or part
with some.of his capital goods for performing a ceremony.
On enquiry into the economic history of about 30 fami-
lies we found that 18 had to contract debts to meet the
expenses on different ceremonies. Of the rest some de-
frayed these expenses from the sale of goats or sheep;
some from the sale of cattle or a piece of land ; some from
the sale of molasses or paddy ; some from the wages they
earned in external areas supplemented by their meagre
returns from land and others by borrowing from the local
co-operative credit society.
This discussion leads to the irresistible conclusion, that
such expensive ceremonies are responsible to an appre-
ciable extent for the indebtedness of the farmer or the sale
of his land or some of his capital goods.
We have so far studied the general and social aspects of
the life of the people of Atgam, and seen how they affect
their economic condition. We shall now pass on to study
in greater detail their economic life and we shall begin
with the study of some aspects of agricultural life and
practice of the people.